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TAB — PRIVATISATION 

298. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the Premier’s comments on 25 September 2013 that — 

… we won’t be selling utilities as has been speculated, so there won’t be a sale of the Water 
Corporation or Western Power or Verve or the TAB, … 

Will the Premier guarantee that he will not do a backflip on his promise not to sell the TAB? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
I have got to say that I find it difficult to answer a question after the debate we have just had. However, I guess 
Parliament returns to its normal practice. 

As part of the budget announcement tomorrow, the Treasurer will outline some aspects regarding asset sales. 
Yes, I had said previously that we were not going to sell the TAB. At the time there was speculation that it was 
about to be put on the market, but the TAB is one of those assets that we will look at. I do not think any decision 
will be made on the TAB one way or the other for several years. The issue is the long-term viability of it, given 
that the whole betting and gambling industry is changing rapidly and radically. The issue is obviously the 
preservation of funding for the various codes of the racing industry. There are a whole lot of assets that the 
government will consider. There will not be a fire sale. We will quietly work through that. But when we are 
building $7 billion or $8 billion of new capital assets a year, it is not unreasonable to dispose of some, 
particularly once they are well established and operating. I will say that in the normal course of things, from a 
philosophical point of view, one would not think that a government would own a betting agency. 
 


	TAB — PRIVATISATION
	298. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier:

